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Diseases of the Chest, Throat and Nasai, Cavities, 
Including Physical Diagnosis and Diseases of the 
Lungs, Heart and Aorta, Laryngology and Diseases 
of the Pharynx, Larynx, Nose, Thyroid Gland and 
(Esophagus. By E. Fletcher Ingalls, A.M., M.D. Sec¬ 
ond edition, revised and enlarged; 240 illustrations. 
Bvo. 700 pages. Extra muslin. Price, $5.00. New 
York: Wood & Company. 

The original edition of this work was founded on a series of lectures 
on Physical Diagnosis delivered to a class of students, and was some¬ 
what elementary in character. In this second edition the author has 
revised the former and enlarged its scope with the intention of making it 
a complete and comprehensive treatise and thereby increasing its value 
to both student and practitioner. It would require a too lengthy analysis 
to fairly criticise a work whose merit is so unequal in its various parts. 

The chapters on Physical Diagnosis are excellent; they cannot be 
too highly commended. And indeed the general excellence of both 
manner and material render its defects more prominent and less ex¬ 
cusable. 

The subjects treated of in this volume cover such a wide field, aud 
our present knowledge of them is so far advanced, that it would seem a 
somewhat difficult matter to produce a treatise at once satisfactory to 
both students and practitioners within such limited space and while 
doing justice to each subject. 

And in fact we find that the chief defects of the book are due to too 
great condensation of material, as well as oftentimes a hurried or super¬ 
ficial consideration. 

And this, unfortunately, is not confined to the less important sub¬ 
jects, as evidenced by the following few among many instances: The 
consideration of Pertussis occupies two pages; Fatty Heart, two; Angina 
Pectoris, three; Nasal Bony Tumors are disposed of in one page; Malig¬ 
nant Nasal Tumors in one; Exophthalmic Goitre a half page; while the 
space devoted to Nasal Fibroid Polypi is almost as brief as the celebrated 
chapter on the Snakes of Ireland. 

The first two hundred aud sixty' pages are devoted to Diseases of the 
Chest, and are excellent—the chapters on Physical Diagnosis exception¬ 
ally so. It is to be regretted, however, that, with few exceptions, so 
little attention has been given to the subject of treatment. Indeed, the 
brief notice and extreme meagerness of detail which this most impor¬ 
tant question receives is annoyingly frequent throughout the entire 
book, and in many instances might almost as well have been omitted. 
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Diseases of the Upper Air-Passages occupy the remaining four hun¬ 
dred pages. 

Although Diseases of the Nose and Throat is one of our youngest 
specialties, its literature is already voluminous, and we have so many 
excellent books devoted to it, that an author is scarcely warranted in 
presenting us a new one unless he has something in the way of original 
investigation or newly discovered facts to offer. 

Such raison d'itre can hardly be claimed with much force in the 
present instance. 

While the language is clear and concise to a degree, and while the 
author has availed himself of the most recent knowledge of his subject, 
still there is little, if anything, which is really new, or which has not 
been well said before. The author does not pretend, iu his preface, to 
have written a book for the specialist, yet it is fair to assume that it is so 
intended, inasmuch as the manner of his presentation of the subject is 
too elaborate for the requirements of the general practitioner, although, 
from the point of view of the specialist, it is by no means sufficiently so. 
As compared with the classical work of Bosworth, lately issued, it can 
only be called a compend. Microscopical anatomy is practically absent, 
and iu what is said of gross anatomy the author has contented himself 
with a description of what may be seen on inspection. 

The author’s classification is often peculiar ; as, for example, after 
including chronic follicular pharyngitis under the head of diseases of 
the fauces, he makes a separate chapter on diseases of the pharynx, 
under which caption he considers only foreign bodies, retro-pharyngeal 
abscess, tumors of the pharynx, cancer, the neuroses, scalds and burns. 

Acute phlegmonous tonsillitis and and acute follicular tonsillitis are 
apparently considered as due to the same cause, although the classifica¬ 
tion is here again somewhat involved. The well-established rheumatic 
origin of the former is not specially emphasized. 

In removing the tonsils of young children the author gives chloro¬ 
form, lays them prone, introduces a gag, aud uses the cold wire snare ; 
his reason for thus transforming one of the simplest and quickest oper¬ 
ation in surgery (when done with the tonsillotome in the usual way) 
into such an elaborate, prolonged and complicated one, being to save 
shock to the friends, fright to the child, and hemorrhage. 

The consideration of the neuroses is mainly scanty and superficial. 
In a general way it might be said that this is a treatise 011 the diagnosis 
aud symptomatology of disease of the throat and nose—physiology, 
pathological anatomy, etiology, and treatment receiving comparatively 
but slight attention. 

The chapter on diseases of the oesophagus and thyroid body does 
not deserve its title. It is absurdly short and superficial. 

The book is well and profusely illustrated, many of the illustrations 
being new. 

It is well printed on good paper, and is a fine specimen of the 
printer's art. G. S. 



